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WYOMING.

As so much has been said by the suffragists regarding Wyoming, and its
exceptional condition as the star state in the union, I had the curiosity to look
up Wyoming and this is what I find from reliable sources. Suffrage was
granted to women in Wyoming in 1869, and in 1870 the United States took o
census, In that year, one year after the sulfruze had been granted to woman,
the {otal population of the state of Wyoming was 9,118, and the number of
females of all ages from childhood to old age was less than 2,000, and they were
Scatiered over a territory of about 100,000 square miles, or one female, whether
in infaney or old age, to every fifty square miles of territory ! What is the
conditio_n to-day ? It must be remembered that the state of Wyoming is more
t].lzm twice as large as the state of New York, and that the last census report
gives the total population, inclusive of Indians and cowboys, as 60,000.

Think of the population of the city of Troy scattered over more than twice
the territory of New York state, and you have Wyoming as it stands to-day.
It seems then, somewhat superfluous to state that ** not one county of Wyoming
has o 1)001‘:].10113(—:." Four years ago Wyoming was admitted as a state. Thirty
yedrs ago 1t was a howling wilderness, with no population save the wandering
Indians. The settlers were wha all settlers of a new country are, some from
the east and others from Europe, many of whom could not speak the English
language, and the adventurers and tramps that usually flock into a new country.
Aged and decrepit people are noi taken to & new country, so that it is fair to
presume that the people who settled Wyoming were stror;g and well as pioneers
usually are, and to whom the question of existence means to work or starve.

£ ol b? 3 urprised if in the “ twe nty-five years of woman suffrage,” or
:;7137 Olfilgrucnnﬁhmon, there :rshould be need of a poor-house, with the vast terri-
Th-;m ig mif small population. The eity of Albany has 100,000 inhabitants
tion f_hl‘vec ti;‘;?fl? poor-house for the city and county of Albany with a 1)t>pu].-}—
e CX('QLi!‘lS larme ag 111{51: of the whole state of Wyoming, and 1]11}1‘_15
e pm} )tJTn,'very_' exceptional times. Then it is stated thal the. ¢ jails
e en i, l' v-" Until a few years ago prisoners were sent to Joliet, Il

Ts __t.‘r‘uch law did not get the start of justice.
stat: a;idni{issljglzzam.80[10513]5' cite Wyoming with its four years existence e
three celltill:ic; behi Iuyahnmut,-;, as a precedent for New Yorle with ifs nearty

The Cofop 7y ‘JHIL:I its back, and its more than 6,000,000 inhabitants ?
s Jj_au.ufa Springs Gazette of March 19 1893, says: *“To any one who
i00Ws anything of recent Wyoming politic L].: g . Bt “haseakland
orderly elections, sl go\?ernmel? : 5, the statement a mutr 1')[:10(’3‘ o
public order,’ is Wik Frotes it and g 1‘(:\111m’kahlc degree of civiliza'ion L.m
politics in Wyoming "[S:;: D -C-.t?ue_ ikf:'001-tl11,g to the stalements of all 13:11‘[_105,-
cannot he held up ";l} tl : a:ﬂ corrupk as in any gt;_li;c in the union. Tt C(:l‘[ilf.llly'
who want to vote ‘]LI;_]'i‘lrl:l_lr:} f:or _OLhe? Emef‘ in any respeet, and the women

fher than help their cquse by eiting it as an example

of what woman’s su(l ;
i suffrage Will do to puptfe ol : —
wment,” = I do to 1)[111f:,- clectionz and seeure goud govern

A writer in the New Torks Press, says: *‘People who have lived in -\?\"__)'ominlg
tell me that sambline is allowed by law, morality is at its lowest cbb, ﬂ..lld Ef
there have br;u fcwe;]langings-—lcgal hangings—it has been because lynching is
more ular.”

;I;.pl(;%)uclzwell, editor of the Woman's Journal, and husband of Luey Stone,
made an appeal to the republicans implying that svomen wo—uld vlote fc_)r the
party who secured them equal rights of sluffruge‘ Lct_us look at :Wyormugl ztms
an example, as Mr. Blackwell speals of it :Ls.,“RErpnbhcm] W:ommqg, ;wcc ho
Harrison by the heroic elfortsof her women.” What are Lhr? facts ? ot the
newspaper partisan statements, but the facts as they are recfn d_ed. R

In 1890 Wyoming clected o republican governor Dy a ma]or{ly o L 726, in a
total vole of '16,03‘3, and chose a legislature which con tained thirty-seven 1;cpub-
Licans and ten democrats. The result of the election November, 1892, was
the choice of a legislature democratic by twenty-five to t.wcnty-f.our, a demo-
cratic rovernor hy a majority of 1,871, land a qemocrntm cong‘lessmnn by a
msjoriluy of 461, while therc was & plurality of 953 for the Harrison elcn':torsgl
These changes were actually brought ubnut..by the \fote{s of tvhe .womicn, and
Gen, Thompson, who managed the dcmocrm.m campaign in Wyoming, reporte
alterward that ** the women’s vote is the cr’mest thmg'm the \791'ld to get, glzd
the easicst thing to keep, and the casiest thing to manipulate, of any clement in
polities.”

Governor Waite of Colorado, who favors woman suffrage for political reasons,

says: “In Wyoming and Washington, to. Tny knowledge, no extraordinary
progress lias been made in the line of poh‘hcnl reform that can be traced to
fcm?de suffrage, and in Colorado suﬂ'lment.tlm'c has not elapsed to speak under-
standingly of the result. Certainly there is liltle hope of the future, unless

women, admitied to sulrage, acquaint themselves more ihoroughly than men

with pelitical aflairs.” ) )

Governor Crounse of Nebraska, says: By way of comparison 1!; may be
remarlked that the Nebraska laws relating to the sale of intoxicating liguors are
far more thorough and far reaching, and are better observed than ihey are in
the sister and adjoining state, Wyoming, where woman suﬁrnge has obtained
for a quarter of a century.” Ilethen guotes from thc.C’ hicage Itecord regnrding
Wyoming: * At the capital city of the state, gambling houses are abundant,
and open saloons are as frequent as any other kind of stores, and the charge is
made that not a single act of legislation aimed at the betterment of the human
race has Leen passed through woman's influence.” Governor Crounse adds,
¢« Welraskn's sons ave largely what their mothers have made them; and what
their husbands have achieved has been with the advice and support of the wives,
whose influence is felt in a thonsand ways other than in the caucus, the con-
vention, or at the polls.”

It would be easy to fill pages with such statements as are given above. We
give these merely to show that there are two sides to the question of whether
equal suffrage is a success in Wyoming or not.  But the statement as to terri-
tory and population will be enough in itself to show the utter nonsense of citing
Wyoming as o precedent for New York.

MRS, W. WINSBLOW CRANNELL,

Arnpany, N. Y., May, 1894,
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